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Shalimar Quiles, head 
of the Hennessey School 
in Lawrence and NECC 
alum, has been appoint- 
ed to the Northern Essex 
Community College 
Board of Trustees by 
Massachusetts Governor 
Charlie Baker. 


The esports team is hold- 


ing open-tryouts until 


Jan. 31. If you would like 
to learn more, join their 
Discord server or contact 
darivella@necc.mass. 
edu. For related story, 
see page 11. 


Anthony Bellomo of 
Salem, N.H., and Ethan 
Rousseau of Haverhill, 
who are members of 
the relaunched North- 
‘ern Essex Community 
College men’s soccer 
team have been selected 
to the Region 21 All-Re- 
gion teams as chosen 
and announced by the 
Region 21 men’s soccer 
committee. For related 
story, see page 10. 


NECC will hold infor- 
mation sessions for a 
new, free, job-training 
program designed to 
prepare English Speak- 
ers of Other Languages 
into the work force as 
certified nursing assis- 
tants. The sessions will 
be held in Room LH 
206 of 420 Common St., 
Lawrence, on Dec. 12, 16 
and 19 and Jan. 6 and 9 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
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Sustainability art show 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 


Professor David Rattigan and student Marcus Reveron get ready to say bye to the semester 


Finals: The storm before the calm 


JASMINE SANCHEZ 
Correspondent 


As the end of the semester ap- 
proaches, the amount of student 
stress will soon come to a close. 

Students at Northern Es- 
sex Community College on the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campus- 
es, are almost to the end of the 
fall semester of classes. 

As students prepare for the 
upcoming winter break, they get 
to take a real break from required 


| course schedules. 


After Dec. 17, the last day of 
finals, students will finally be free 
from all of the cramming from 
midterm week to finals week. 

Studying night after night, 
hour after hour, these students 
will finally be able to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel. 

Students find different ways 
to prepare for the end of the se- 
mester. Some relax, some over 
prepare and have already regis- 
tered for spring classes. Coping 
with their emotions at the end of 


the semester is something that all 
students do differently. 

A current NECC student, Am- 
ari Butler, said “Now that the 
semester is coming to an end, I 
feel more relieved and looking 
forward for vacation so that I can 
recharge for spring semester.” 

Butler continued, “Now that 
it’s over I’m preparing myself for 
the spring ...” 

Towards the end of the semes- 
ter the pressure is often at an all 
time high in each classroom. 

Professors are pushing more 
and more work onto the students 
in order to reach their require- 
ments. 

Students are feeling over- 
whelmed, especially full-time 
students, who are taking between 
four and five classes each semes- 
ter. 

Mairam Saldivar, another cur- 
rent full-time student at Northern 
Essex, said in an interview, “I’ve 


‘worked so hard this semester as 


I’m sure others have, too. 

“But those finals are a killer, 
and that’s why I’m studying and 
trying to keep my motivation 
high by remembering whyl’m 
here in the first place.” 

Saldivar went on to say that 
she tries to remember where the 
effort will take her. 

“Tt’s worth it in the end,” she 
said. “Even though it (the break 
between semesters) isn’t for long, 
I feel like I can breathe.” 

College can be difficult even 
for students who love all of the 
work. 

The end of the semester is a 
great break, and students through- 
out the campus are looking for- 
ward to the upcoming break be- 
fore diving right back into the 
books. 

For related stories and more 
tips on coping with Finals, see 
pages 4 and 7. 
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Yang campaign visits 
campus 
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Dec. 12, beginning at 
7 p-m.- Northern Essex 
Community College’s 
jazz/rock — ensembles 
December concert will 
Free and open to the 
public, in the Hartleb 
Technology Center. 

Dec. 11 - Beginning 
of finals for all fall 
classes 

Dec. 16 - Dave Rat- 
‘ professionel: 
stand- -up con : 
and faculty member at 
Northern Essex Com- 
munity College, will 
give a presentation ti- 
tled “Facing Your Fear: 
Public Speaking, at the 
Tewskbury Public Li- 
brary. Free and open to 
public. 


Dec. 17 - Last day of 
finals for all fall classes 


Dec. 20 - Deadline to 
submit work to Parnas- 
sus literary magazine. 
Students can submit 
work at: 

Parnassuslitmag. 
com 

Jan. 2 - Beginning 
of winter intermission 
classes Last day to sign 
up for spring classes| 
without incurring a late | 
fee. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any campus phone on 

either campus. 
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By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Sunday morning saw the pass- 
ing of rap star Juice Wrld, real 
name Jarad Higgins, who died af- 
ter suffering convulsions consis- 
tent with a seizure at a Chicago 
airport as police were searching 
the bags belonging to him and the 
group he was traveling with, ac- 
cording to the New York Times. 
He was only 21 years old. When 
asked if he had any medical prob- 
lems or had ingested any drugs 
while on the plane, his girlfriend 
said, “He regularly takes Perco- 
cet, he has a drug problem.” 

Juice Wrid rose to fame 
through the music platform 
known as SoundCloud. 

SoundCloud is a European on- 
line audio distribution platform 
and music sharing website based 
in Berlin, Germany, that enables 
its users to upload, promote, and 
share audio, according to the 
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The SoundCloud curse 


app’s “about” page. 

It allows artists to distribute 
their work for free and users to 
access these songs for free. 

SoundCloud at first seemed 
like an empowering platform that 
gave power back to emerging art- 
ists. Now it seems to be more of a 
double edged sword. 

Of the top eight SoundCloud 
artists of all time, according to 
ranker.com, three of them are 
now dead. XXXTentacion sits at 
number |, and was gunned down 
June 18, 2018, per independent. 
co.uk. Lil Peep who sits at num- 
ber 8, died of a drug overdose of 
fentanyl and generic Xanax on 
Nov. 15, 2017, as reported by 
Rolling Stone. They are joined by 
Juice Wrld, who ranked number 
4. None of them were older than 
21 years of age. 

Why are so many SoundCloud 
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rappers dying so young? The an- 
swer lies in how they come to 
fame. Most of these young men 
began making music in their 
teenage years and uploading it to 
SoundCloud before becoming fa- 
mous. Then, once they hit it big, 
they don’t know what to do with 
themselves. 

Just imagine it. One week 
you’re making mumble rap in 
your buddy’s basement and then 
the next week your music is on 
the Billboard Top 100 hits and 
you're being asked to go on ey- 
ery which radio show there is, 
getting offered a tour you could 
have never imagined, and getting 
money thrown at you of which 
the likes you could have only 
dreamed about. All these guys 
had meteoric rises and then dev- 
astating collapses. 

That’s how SoundCloud suc- 


cess has become a double-edged 
sword for these artists. It allows 
them to succeed on their own ac- 
cord, but also fail on their own 
accord. 

Say what you will about talent 
companies and musical manage- 
ment companies. We all know the 
stereotypes. The soul-sucking tal- 
ent moochers that are always try- 
ing to get their artists to sell out 
and compromise on their values. 

These middlemen were the 
ones that SoundCloud were try- 
ing to cut out. But they did serve 
one important service for these 
artists. They looked after their 
well-being. Probably not out of 
some noble notion that it was 
their responsibility. Just because 
a dead or incapacitated talent 
doesn’t make them any money. 
But they did provide a safety net 
for these artists. 


But now these artists don’t 
need these structured companies 
to grow successful. Instead they 
can hire their buddy or family as 
their agent/manager. And most 
of the time these close friends 
just end up being ‘Yes men”, that 
don’t tell these artists to quit the 
shit when they should be. 

Im not trying to say that 
SoundCloud was a mistake. It 
was a great idea that took pow- 
er away from corporate music. 
It allowed people to realize their 
greatest dreams. It has done many 
great things. 

That being said, we should still 
realize the cons associated with it 
and try to address them. Talented 
artists that came up on this plat- 
form are dying way too young. 
I don’t have a solution, but I am 
trying to start a conversation that 
will find one. 


Roaming Reporter 


How will you celebrate finals being done? 


JESSICA CONTONIO 


HEALTH 


I might go to Boston, maybe the Mu- 


seum of Science. 


ANDREW POO 


ART & DESIGN 


ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
Eat. 


Stay home, play video games and watch 


movies. 


JULIAN RAMOS 
STEM 


Eat and sleep. 
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A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 


The latest film on television legend Fred Rogers that reminds us to 


remain neighborly 


By AARON LEHNER 
Opinion Editor 


WE COULD ALL USE A LITTLE KINDNESS 


“BEAUTIFUL DAY 
“NEIGHBORHOOD 


TO amnyees N THEATERS NOVEMBER 


Photo from imdb.com 
Official theatrical poster of ‘A Beautiful Day in the Neigh- 
borhood’ released Nov. 22, 2019. 


Once upon a time, in the midst of an era of film 
sequels, remakes, and reboots cynically produced by 
Hollywood, there was one particular film that touched 
my heart in such a simple but intimate way. A little film 
called, “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” was re- 
leased in theaters Nov. 22, 2019. 

Under the direction of Marielle Heller, it features 
the talent of Matthew Rhys, Chris Cooper, Susan Kele- 
chi Watson, and Tom Hanks as Fred Rogers. 

This film is inspired by the 1998 Esquire magazine 
article, “Can You Say...Hero?” by Tom Junod, which 
explored the cultural impact Mr. Rogers had made 
through his almost supernatural way of connecting 


with people. 

The story was adapted 
by screenwriting duo Micah 
Fitzerman-Blue and Noah 
Harpster, but took many years 
to get made, as they worked 
with the Rogers estate to insure 
its accuracy. 

One of the things I really 
enjoyed was that it was filmed 
like a big episode of ‘Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood’. The 
film begins with a recreation 
of the opening sequence of the 
show, right down to the minia- 
tures in the panning shot over 
the neighborhood. Tom Hanks 
steps in singing the signature 
theme, puts on a wool-knit car- 
digan, and removes his dress 
shoes to put on a pair of sneak- 
ers. There is a poster board 
next to him that has pictures 
of some of the characters that 
will be present throughout the 
film. One of them is of the main 
character, Lloyd (Rhys) with 
| a bloody nose looking dishev- 
eled. He turns and explains that 
Lloyd is a very angry person 
because somebody hurt him. 
Lloyd (based loosely on Ju- 
nod) is a journalist who gets as- 
signed to do a profile on Mister 
Rogers for an issue on heroes. 
All the while, he is struggling 
as a new parent and is con- 
sumed with resentment towards 
his own father (Cooper) who 
tries to make amends with him. 
Lloyd gets more than what 
he bargained for upon inter- 
viewing Rogers, who begins to 
ask questions about him. Rog- 
ers can see that having a miser- 
able past has jaded Lloyd into a 
sardonic stoic, and gets him to accept kind- 
ness and empathy into his world. 

Admittedly, ‘Mister Rogers’ Neighbor- 
hood’ was definitely not the most exciting 
of shows; it was very quiet, mellow, and down to earth. 
Compared to other TV programs aimed at children 
which meant to energize, ‘Mister Rogers’ almost seems 
like a lullaby in contrast. It was meant to make chil- 
dren feel safe and secure, and there are lots of moments 
where Mr. Rogers doesn’t say or do much to allow au- 
diences to soak in the atmosphere. 

The reason I bring this up is because of one scene 
that hones this unique trait. Lloyd and Mr. Rogers are 
out to lunch, and Mr. Rogers tells Lloyd to take a mo- 
ment of silence to think about all those who have loved 
him into who he is now. The entire scene goes silent as 
we see Lloyd contemplate. Several shots of the restau- 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


rant patrons are shown observing him (one of the extras 
is Joanne Rogers, the real Fred Rogers’ widow). Then 
Mr. Rogers looks over at us, the audience, as if to say 
that we do the same. This whole scene is around three 
minutes, but is incredibly powerful. It’s small, poignant 
moments like these that make this film so great. 

Matthew Rhys as Lloyd gives a brilliant perfor- 
mance. He is able to convey the performance of a jad- 
ed workaholic without being totally unlikeable. Chris 
Cooper as Jerry also gave a stellar performance. Like 
Lloyd, Jerry has a backstory that would normally make 
him the villain, but luckily the film shows that he too 
is a human being with feelings. But in terms of perfor- 
mance, this film definitely belongs to Tom Hanks as 
Fred Rogers. Hanks flawlessly embodies the persona of 
Rogers in every scene he’s in; it makes you want more 
of him. It seems like perfect casting considering the 
lineage between Hanks and Rogers discovered shortly 
before this film’s release. 

Lloyd is rightfully skeptical of the ever kind and 
gentle man, believing him to be simply a character. 

Morgan Neville’s 2018 film, “Won’t you be my 
neighbor?” goes into the grittier details of the titular 
TV star’s life. Contrary to the popular myth, Rogers 
was never in the military and never had any tattoos on 
his arms. He was a Presbyterian minister and studied 
childhood development and music. His views on televi- 
sion were more than negative; he saw the manipulation 
tactics and blatant disregard of valuing children as hu- 
mans. His peers called him “radical” for his ideals on 
how every day issues are to be addressed to children. 
Rogers dealt with lots of backlash from older, conser- 
vative viewers who accused him of being responsible 
for fostering feelings of entitlement among this gen- 
eration of millennials. And yes, even Mr. Rogers got 
angry over things like any human being. You could say 
starting his show was one of the ways he dealt with it. 

With Rogers’ recent entry into nostalgic pop culture, 
why are we just now talking so much about him and his 
legacy? Why are we now giving him the recognition 
that we should have given him when he was alive? To 
put it simply, there is no one else like him. No one that 
has the same energy and passion to nurture children 
in entertainment. There are few children’s programs 
that manage to capture Rogers’ essence without being 
preachy. It is undeniable that we have gone through 
many changes since he passed in 2003. We have shift- 
ed into a time where people have forgotten how to be 
compassionate to one another. 

These kinds of films are needed now more than ever 
before. While we’re living in times of ignorance, cyn- 
icism, and hatred, we need the reminder to be kind to- 
wards one another, but most importantly ourselves. “A 
Beautiful Day” shows that, yes bad things happen in 
life, and adults are sometimes not reliable, but it’s the 
way one decides to confront it is what counts. You can 
also use your experience to help others, child or adult. 
It only seems suitable to end this with one of Rogers’ 
most famous quotes, “When I was a boy and I would 
see scary things in the news... my mother would say to 
me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people 
who are helping.’” 


Pa 
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Screen time talk at lunch time 


“Chew on this”’ series takes on electronics 


PETER ALEXANDRIS 
Correspondent 


On Thursday, November 21st, 
students, faculty, and staff gath- 
ered in the business center to 
discuss the hot topic of “screen 
time” and if spending time on 
your phone, reader, or comput- 
er really making you happy. 

This meeting was part of 
a Lunch and Learn series en- 
titled, “Chew on This” _host- 
ed by the business department. 

At the opening of the event, 
Professor Sheila Muller, a faculty 
member in the business depart- 
ment, introduced her thoughts on 
the controversial topic. “Ten years 
ago, if you forgot your phone, you 
wouldn’t think too much about 
it. Yet now, if we forget our 
phones, we go back home to get 
them,” she said. “I am guilty of 
that too,” said Professor Muller. 

Discussions were based around 


the TedTalk, “Why Screens are 
Making Us Less Happy,” host- 
ed by Adam Alter. In his April 
2017 “talk”, Alter shared data 
that demonstrated how much time 
people actually spend on their 
phones, tablets and computers. 

Moreover, he showed how cer- 
tain apps, like education based, 
exercise based and meditation 
based apps, make people feel 
good about themselves. Howev- 
er, other apps, such as social me- 
dia, news, and dating apps, make 
people feel bad about themselves. 

Furthermore, people spend, 
on average nine minutes per 
app per day on the apps that 
make them happy, while close 
to 27 minutes per app per day 
on the apps that make them sad. 

“What apps and the internet 
lack and stopping cues,” said Al- 
ter in his TedTalk. “Things like 


Your brain is triggered to stop or 
take a break at the end of a chap- 
ter or at the end of an article. 

Even television used to pre- 
dominantly broadcast only one 
episode of a show a week. We 
were forced to stop and move 
on. Now, because of the set 
up of the internet, information 
is endless, so we spend more 
time staring at our screens.” 

Students inthe Lunch and Learn 
seems to generally agree with the 
points brought up by Alter. Zane, 
a student at NECC, said he has 
become more aware of how much 
he uses his phone. “It is a sober- 
ing thing when you see how much 
you are really using your phone.” 

Jay, a student from NECC, 
feels apps, like social media, 
makes people waste time and 
not spend their free time do- 
ing things like talking to friends 


books, newspapers and even tele- 
vision shows have stopping cues. 


Get help for stress 
School provides resources to 
combat stress 


PAMELA CHAVEZ 
Correspondent 

Every person handles stress dif- 
ferently, especially when it comes 
to multiple stressors at a time. It is 
common knowledge that for a col- 
lege student a big part of that stress 
comes from school. For many 
people, this may not make much 
sense. How difficult can it be? Just 
make time for it. 

In reality, an aspect that is 
hard to consider is the invisible 
handicaps that one can live with. 
According to the American Col- 
lege Health Association suicide is 
the second most common death 
amongst college students. Cur- 
rently, Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College is going through a very 
stressful time for their students. 
As the semester comes to an end, 
everyone is rushing to get their fi- 
nals in. It is really important to get 
passing grades, not just because 
it makes getting the degree a lot 
quicker, but because not everyone 
has the financial flexibility to re- 
take classes. 

This brings a lot of stress, unlike 
high school, there is one chance to 
complete the classes. Melanie Po- 
lanco a Communications major in 
NECC says “The people around 


me I’ve noticed are all working 
hard towards their goal. Mentally I 
do feel like the end of the semester 
has a toll on them” 

It is important to check on the 
people around you, it is easy to be- 
lieve the funny or smart friend has 
it under control. Maybe they even 
make it look easy, but that is hard 
to say without asking the person. 
Outside of college, there are issues 
people go through that they don’t 
feel comfortable speaking to others 
about. 

Thankfully, NECC provides re- 
sources that can help with mental 
health. Counseling services assist 
students in making not only their 
day-to-day easier but also their 
lives as students. Located in Beh- 
rakis Student Center (SC Building) 
Room: SC-212 B on the Haver- 
hill campus and John R. Dimitry 
(L) Building Room: L-115 for the 
Lawrence campus. 

By appointment, they provide 
counseling and workshops for not 
only mental health issues but other 
personal difficulties like addiction 
or abuse. 

Having resources right on cam- 
pus can be important as it is a fa- 
miliar surrounding, and free com- 
pared to other services in the city. 
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and family. 
media concept of ‘likes,’” he 


“T hate the social 


said. “It affects my self esteem.” 

Professor Judith Pollack-Ci- 
ampi, also a faculty member 
in the business department, 
said she too has noticed how 
she feels about her phone use 
as well as others phone use. 

Her pet peeve is how par- 
ents use the phones to soothe 
their small children. “I walked 
into the grocery store and say a 
small child having a melt down. 

Rather than the parent trying 
to calm the child down, she just 
handing him her phone.” The 
group agreed that parents need 
to spend more time with their 
children directly rather than let- 
ting the phone do the parenting. 

Professor — Pollack-Ciampri 
went on the say that her daugh- 
ter teaches swim lessons, and 
she sees that while the lesson is 
going on, most of the parents are 


looking down at their phones and 
not at their children. “My daugh- 


ter tells me that the children are 
upset because mom and dad are 
not watching them swim.” She 
continued to say that, “then the 
parents are upset because they 
feel their children are not mak- 
ing progress when they really 
are - they are just not watching.” 

Professors _ Pollack-Ciampri 
and Muller ended the session 
with a final question: What can 
we do to be one with ourselves? 
Students were left to think about 
how they could disconnect from 
the interest and be in the moment. 

Lunch and Learn is a series 
hosted by the business department. 

According to the college’s cal- 
endar, one more lunch and learn 
is scheduled before final exams. 

On Monday, December 2nd, 
will be a discussion entitled 
“What Baby Boomers Can Learn 
From Millennials and Vice Versa.” 


The spirit of Xmas 
As holiday approaches, what should we 
be focused on? 


HyGinA MATHURIN 
Correspondent 

The season that has been 
long anticipated is finally here. 
With bright Christmas lights, 
shiny ornaments, the fresh pine 
scent of Christmas trees and 


of course the many displays of 


Christmas decorations and gifts 
featured at department stores. 

Christmas- a day which 
marks the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ- has been 
infested with spending large 
amounts of money on obligato- 
ry presents. 

Where lies the true meaning 
of the holiday? Is it in the gifts 
that are received or in the peo- 
ple with whom we celebrate? 

The National Retail Federa- 
tion’s annual survey, released in 
October, predicted that Christ- 
mas sales from November Ist- 


through December will range 
between $727.9 and $730.7 
billion. 

This raises the question as to 
whether it is necessary to spend 
thousands of dollars on Christ- 
mas each year. 

In an article, Research Of- 
ficer Rachel Braverman from 
the Money and Mental Health 
institute shared that the holiday 
season can be stressful. “There 
can be a huge pressure to have 
a perfect Christmas” she said. 
“We’re encouraged to eat, drink 
and spend, spend, spend.” 

Fine Arts major, Nicole 
Mercado- Vega of Hampstead, 
New Hampshire believes that 
spending time with family is 
more important than receiving 
gifts. “money is an object that 
can be replaced, but family is 
sacred” she said. 

North Andover resident Ma- 


son Kight, who majors in Psy- 
chology shares Mercado-Ve- 
ga’s view that the true meaning 
of Christmas lies in spending 
time with loved ones, “As a so- 
ciety, we spend so much time 
worrying about what to buy that 
we forget what really matters” 
he said. 

“Without giving, there is no 
true Christmas” reads a quote 
by Gordon B. Hinckley. But 
what are we to give during the 
Christmas season? Is it pres- 
ents, money, or simply our love 
and time? 

Kight believes that the hol- 
iday can be ruined if we focus 
too much on presents. “When 
we focus on the material as- 
pects of Christmas, we ruin the 
holiday” he said. 

The true meaning of Christ- 
mas remains a controversial 
topic. 


Don’t be salty over lack of salt 


Town has good reason to not salt streets around campus 


Matt APICELLA 
Correspondent 

Anyone driving onto cam- 
pus this week will notice the 
roads are much worse then the 
rest of Haverhill. All of Kenoza 
Street seems to have been for- 
gotten about and barely main- 
tained, but why? 

Apparently, if they were to 
salt the street, the run off would 
affect our lovely Kenoza Lake. 


But is that worth putting your 
safety at risk? The lack of sand 
and salt does drastically in- 
crease the chance of slipping 
and accident rate. 

“It’s does pose some what 
of a risk, but I had fun on the 
comers, spiced up my morning 
a little,” said Giovann Manago, 
mechanical engineering major. 

“Considering that the lake 
is the water source for all of 
Haverhill, maybe don’t touch 


it,” said Nathaniel McArthur 
III, a writing major. 

“There needs to be some 
other option, just cancel all 
the classes,” said Kendrick 
Zagarellar Rizzoth, a writing 
major, after arriving on campus 
for a afternoon class and sliding 
past a stop sign. 

No matter what your opinion 
on this is, make sure to drive 
safe. 
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Art gallery explores climate 


Sustainability exhibit uses art to talk climate crisis 


NaTALyA CRESPO 
Correspondent 


Students chose to have a 
pop up show at the North- 
ern Essex Library on the 
Haverhill Campus, in the 
art gallery. The “Sustain- 
ability” art gallery opened 
with a reception on Thurs- 
day, Nov. 21. 

A biography on the 
gallery reads “In a world 
where we are constantly 
seeing the effects of climate 
change, it’s time to look 
inward and ask ourselves, 
what can we do to stop the 
climate crisis? These art- 
works aim to answer that 
question and inspire view- 
ers to act. The time to prove 
that we are killing our plan- 
et has passed. Now we must 
change.” 

There are 13 pieces in 
the art gallery that the pub- 
lic can go look at now, and 
they are all associated with 


the planet in some way, 
representing the present, or 
what the future may look 
like. 

Although I didn’t make 
it to the reception, I went 
to the gallery to see the stu- 
dent art after my friend had 
mentioned it. 

My friend herself is in 
this gallery, and she thinks 
it is important. 

“T feel the show is very 
important because of the 
current situations going on 
in the world. I think that 
sustainability can be em- 
braced if there’s more edu- 
cation or events like this.” 
Rayza Carrasco of Law- 
rence said. 

Seeing the art displayed 
was interesting to me. This 
made me realize how im- 
portant the planet is and it 
made me look into the fu- 


SPRIN 


ture. 

For example, an art piece 
by Justin Stevens is called 
“Angry Cactus” and it’s 
made with cardboard. The 
art makes sense because 
some of it is trying to ex- 
press how the planet itself 
feels during this climate 
crisis, and that is so smart, 
to look at the world in that 
perspective, using original 
art, inspired by others, and 
driven by the change we’re 
putting ourselves through. 

In my opinion, I do think 
that events like this could 
help sustain the Earth, but 
it’s a team effort and that 
takes time and empathy. Art 
is very eye opening and es- 
pecially in this case. 

I thank the students that 
made this gallery happen 
and I hope it gets the atten- 
tion that it needs. 


REGISTER NOW | 


Photos by Natalya Crespo 


“Metamorphosis” by Denisse 
Castillo 


“Gold is Green” by Wilfred Acosta 


Northern Essex 
~ Community College 


or yol 
G 


CLASSES 


REGISTER NOW and get the schedule that 
you want. 


Visit the Academic Center of your program to be advised and to register. 
To find your advisor, log into MyNECC, click on “My Information,” and then 
select “Look up my Advisor.” 


Learn more at WWW.necc.mass.edu/register 
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‘Beefs’ between female hip-hop artists 
Played out or profitable? 


By MICHELLE 


COLBERT-MASON 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 
It’s about to be a girl fight! 
All too often, women are 
pinned against other wom- 
en in an unnecessary fight to 
see who will reign as Queen. 
In reference to my last arti- 
cle, The Evolution of Female 
Rap, this is especially apparent 
in the music industry, particu- 
larly in the rap/hip-hop genre. 
There have been various 
beefs and ‘shots fired’ between 
artists like Queen Latifah, Rox- 
anne Shanté, MC Lyte, Lil’ 
Kim, Foxy Brown, and most re- 
cently Cardi B and Nicki Minaj. 
Boston-based rising artist, Red 
Shaydez, who has been featured 
on MTV’sreality TV show “Ex On 
The Beach,” “Voices With Peb- 
bles” on Hot 96.9 FM, ‘Zip Trips’ 
on Fox 25 News, and was nomi- 
nated for “Unsigned Artist Of The 
Year” at the 2019 Boston Music 
Awards, weighed in on the topic. 
When asked about her thoughts 
on the various beefs between 
women rap artists, she respond- 
ed, “I think it’s something that the 
media perpetuates. It’s also some- 


Rapper Red Shaydez 


thing that us, the fans, feed into 
thus making the artists feed into it. 
We hype it up and make it some- 
thing that it’s not or make it some- 
thing bigger than what it wasnt... 
We amplify it, and it didn’t have 
to be that deep.” She goes on to 


Photo by Omari Spears (O Shoots) 


talk about what’s not covered by 
mainstream media -- the female 
rappers who are collaborating, 
supporting each other, and ‘get- 
ting the bag’ together, naming art- 
ists of the newer generation like 
Dreezy, Mulatto, and Kash Doll. 


“They take pictures, they’re 
on songs, there’s a lot of less- 
er known female rappers to the 
masses but they have like their 
cult following respectively in 
their region. They’re making 
songs together, it’s not to capi- 
talize off the female unity, that’s 
just what they do, and there’s not 
a lot of coverage on that. If you’re 
not a person that researches then 
you wouldn’t see that,” she said. 

Although she wishes it 
didn’t happen, she accepts that 
it’s just a part of the industry. 

“T feel it’s inevitable, because 
when you’ re inany industry, some- 
body is not gonna get along,” she 
said. “If you’re a rival, if you’re 
considered a threat, somebody is 
going to be mad at somebody.” 

Red Shaydez, who inherited 
her passion for hip hop and per- 
forming from her father, is a self 
proclaimed Aaliyah stan, and 
strong believer in unity, has found 
solace in her local scene of Bos- 
ton, surrounded by other wom- 
en and non-binary rappers who 
openly support one another. “It’s 
just been great to see we're a part 
of this new wave where we’re like 
taking over,” she said. “A bunch 
of us, collectively, are receiving 


great opportunities, especially to 
be independent artists...We go to 
their shows, they come to ours, 
so I definitely feel super empow- 
ered right now and it puts me 
in the mind of ladies night with 
little Kim and Queen Latifah.” 

Ironically, one of the earliest 
recorded rap beefs was ignited 
by a woman artist -- Roxanne 
Shanté, in 1984. Being one of 
the first female MCs, Roxanne 
Shantés of Queens, New- York 
City shook the hip-hop genre, 
releasing her single, Roxanne’s 
Revenge, calling out male artists 
like LL Cool J and Run Dme. 

This began the Roxanne Wars, 
a yearlong series of hip hop ri- 
valries in the 1980s. Receiving 
a record amount of responses, 
it became an essential part of 
hip hop, earning Roxanne the 
title of creator of the Rap beef. 

Rap rivalries are a solid part 
of hip-hop, occurring between 
artists of all genders, and won’t 
be disappearing anytime soon. 
But the constant comparison 
and forced rivalry between art- 
ists who happen to have boobs, 
pushing the catty women nar- 
rative, is outdated and played 
out. Can’t we all just get along? 


Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show canceled 
A win for society? 


By MICHELLE 
COoLBERT-MASON 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 
Fans and dedicated watch- 
ers of the Victoria’s Secret 
Fashion Show, prepare to cry. 
Just a few weeks ago, L Brands 
(parent company of  Victo- 
ria’s_ Secret) announced the 
cancelation of the annual Vic- 
toria’s Secret Fashion Show. 
Since 1995, Victoria’s Secret 
models have strutted their stuff 
in lavish lingerie and extrava- 
gant Angel wings symbols 
of Victoria’s Secret — down 
the runway for the world to see. 
The show has grown from be- 
ing a relatively small production, 
starting with just two cameras 
being used to film the event, to 
a major event headlined by the 
world’s top performers and most 


By Yiriana M. Reyes 
Correspondent 


On Dec. 8, Northern Essex’s Com- 
munity College held their Annual Winter 


Choral Concert. 


The concert was held at 2 p.m., by the 


Community college chorus. 


The Winter Choral Concert is part of 
the “Performing Arts Series” presented 
by the Department of Performing Arts at 
Northern Essex Community College. 


The tickets were $5 per person. 


The concert was held at the David 


in demand models. It’s an event 
watched nationally — no, glob- 
ally — taking place in major 
cities like New York, Paris, Lon- 
don, Miami, and Los Angeles. 

The shows are known for their 
dramatic, intricate, colorful, and 
skimpy lingerie and accessories. 
Wearing these dramatic pieces 
are beautiful, tall, thin, seemingly 
flawless models and supermodels. 

Models that grace — or graced 
— the stage include Kendall Jen- 
ner, Gigi Hadid, Bella Hadid, and 
Adriana Lima. It has featured per- 
formances from top artists like 
Taylor Swift, Rihanna, Nicki Mi- 
naj, and Justin Bieber. Watched by 
millions of people year after year, 
it has become an iconic part of 
pop culture. So why is it ending? 


The show was a _ market- 
ing strategy used to boost 
sales for the company. 


hill Campus in room 103. 


are mentioned. 


Great Job to event planner of this Con- 
cert which was Alisa Bucchiere! 


Hartleb Technology Center, in the Haver- 


The college’s community was having 
a fantastic time singing along. They sang 
multiple, Jazz-Rock Christmas songs. 
This concert was aired on T.V for others 
to see who weren’t able to come see it in 
person and was promoted on Northern 
Essex’s Website where all of their events 


Though the company has re- 
ported that ratings have declined 
in recent years and there have 
been no significant long-term 
changes in sales — on the con- 
trary, they’ve declined compared 
the latest quarters sales to those 
of the same quarter last year. 

The problem is, nowadays, 
with the body positivity move- 
ment thriving on various social 
media platforms encouraging 
us to embrace ourselves and our 
identities, people are redefining 
and reconstructing the idea of 
beauty. People want to see in- 
clusivity and proper representa- 
tion for all. The fantasy of super 
slim women, a shape unattainable 
for most, as it requires and some 
models have noted this, extreme 
amounts of exercise, food control, 
and of course time and dedication. 

When asked about the possible 


NECC Chorus 


inclusion of plus size and trans 
models, Ed Razek, former chief 
marketing officer of L Brands, 
defended the Victoria’s Secret 
brand’s decision to not include 
plus-size or transgender models, 
for the sake of the fantasy. His 
comments stirred much contro- 
versy and he later apologized. 

But the damage was done. Al- 
though Victoria’s Secret remains 
the U.S’s leading lingerie brand, 
competing brands like Savage x 
Fenty and Aerie, which feature 
models of varying shapes, sizes 
— even including pregnant wom- 
en — and height are rising in pop- 
ularity. Their brands celebrate all 
women’s bodies and promotes self 
love instead of the glorification of 
society’s narrow beauty standards. 

Although the Victoria’s Se- 
cret Fashion Show will remain an 
iconic part of pop culture history, 


its exclusivity, hyper sexualiza- 
tion, and unchanging cast of un- 
realistically thin women can be 
seen as a real representation of 
what’s wrong with society’s ideal 
beauty standards and is no lon- 
ger the way to customers hearts. 
Considering the great amount and 
range of both plus size and trans 
models, there’s no excuse for their 
exclusion. In this modern day, 
women are looking to purchase 
from empowering, inclusive, 
and comfortable lingerie brands. 

L Brands CEO Les Wexner has 
decided although network televi- 
sion is no longer the right fit for 
the brand, the company will in- 
stead focus on digital marketing. 

Bringing about the ques- 
tion, is the cancellation of the 
VSFS a win for the body posi- 
tivity movement and/or mere- 
ly a sign of the changing times? 


Winter Choral concert dazzles crowd 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 
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Finals don’t stand a chance 


Tips to combat finals anxiety 


By Erika RIvera 
Correspondent 


As we all know, finals are here 
now at NECC. Some may feel 
confident, others like myself are 
in panic mode. However, every 
student has a different way of cop- 
ing with this pre-test anxiety. So, 
if you have no idea what to do or 
where to start here are some tips to 
ensure success: 

Study: Ricky Rodriguez is a 
full time student at NECC and 
he says that the best thing that he 
could possibly do is cut off dis- 
tractions and study. “I just shut off 
my phone and try to cram in what- 
ever I can for the night.” This is an 
effective method for those who are 
easily distracted by social media, 
and just their phone in general. 

Time management: Almelly 
Ramos believes that the most es- 
sential tip is to be consistent with 
time. “I try to limit my distrac- 
tions, and try to do things exactly 
when they are given to me.” Ra- 
mos also says, “when I hold off on 


assignments it makes me procras- 
tinate, and adds stress to my life.” 
If you are a procrastinator, you 
could create a schedule that will 
allow you to work most efficiently 
with due dates. 

Take _a deep breath: Shanelly 
Henriquez’s tip to survival is to 
drink tea. “I usually drink Chai 
tea, or any kind of tea while I’m 
studying or before a test.” Hen- 
riquez also says, “it calms down 
my nerves, and overall makes me 
feel better about the test.” This is 
the most important tip because 
studying or taking tests under 
these stressful conditions might 
not allow for proper recollection 
of important information. If you’re 
anxious, try to combat the anxiety 
first. Unwind with yoga, tea, deep 
breaths or meditation. 

Take Advantage: Here at 
NECC we are given the resources 
to survive finals. Take some time 
out of your day and head to one 
of the academic centers, academic 
coaching, the library, tutoring, or 
counseling centers. 


A choice that makes sense 
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Students find financial relief through NECC 


By Atyssa DiTomaso 
Correspondent 


For many students, enrolling in 
a four-year college or university is 
completely out of reach. 

The expenses of schooling, hous- 
ing and other additional fees that can 
come along with college is enough 
to deter some from even applying. 

The U.S. Department of Educa- 
tion even states that tuition and stu- 
dent loan rates have more than dou- 
bled in the last twenty years making 
college even more difficult to afford. 

Many students choose NECC or 
other community colleges to avoid 
overwhelming student loans and 
debt. 

Tuition at NECC is approximate- 
ly three times less than in-state tu- 
ition at a University of Massachu- 
setts school. 

“Tuition definitely factored into 
my decision to come here,” says Ada 
Keo, a business major. “I also found 
that I didn’t want to stay too local so 
that I would be more focused and a 
bit farther from home.” 


Transferring to UMass or Mas- 
sachusetts states schools after com- 
pleting an associate degree at NECC 
can even mean a more seamless 
transition and more affordable tui- 
tion. 

“T had no idea what I wanted to 
do in college but I decided that | 
could save money while being close 
to my family at NECC,” says Chloe 
Upham, a chemistry major. “Once 
I’m finished with my associate de- 
gree here, I’m transferring to UMass 
Lowell with the MassTransfer pro- 
gram. It’s perfect for me!” 

The MassTransfer program can 
help to make this transition easier 
especially since there are no appli- 
cation fees or essays needed to use 
the program and to get accepted into 
Massachusetts state schools. 

The program aims to make a 
bachelor’s degree much more af- 
fordable for students. 

“T hadn’t even heard of the pro- 
gram myself. I definitely wish I had 
known about it when I transferred to 
UMass Lowell.” says NECC alumni 
Pilar DiTomaso 


Do you need a history course? 
Do you need a literature course? 


Take World Civilizations Il and World Literature II 
together and earn 6 credits and be a global scholar. 
We’ll take interesting field trips: near and far! 


} 


Register now for the Spring 2020 semester 
HIS 122-LLC CRN 1079 (World Civilizations I!) 
LIT 272-LLC CRN 1676 (World Literature I!) 


Mon-Wed 9:30-12:15 (Lawrence Campus, L-200) 
Both courses are “Global Awareness Intensive” 


We welcome requests for sign language interpreting and other access requests (i.e. Computer 
Aided Real Time (CART), food allergies, etc.). Please contact the hosts of this event for requests, 
questions or event information: Stephen Russell, s/usso necc Wass ©04; 978-556-3237 or 
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Yang 2020 team visits NECC 
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Campaigning for the 21st century 


By Isat GRULLON 
Features Editor 


On Thursday, Dec. 5, repre- 
sentatives from the Andrew Yang 
for President 2020 campaign 
spoke with students in Lecture 
Hall A in the Spurk building at 
the Haverhill Campus. 

Andrew Yang is one of 15 
Democratic candidates running 
for president of the United States 
in the 2020 election. 

There were three represen- 
tatives. Matt Jones, regional or- 
ganizing director, Imbert Wang, 
electrical engineering major and 
Yang Gang member at Boston 
University, and Pranav Reddy a 
bio engineering major and Yang 
Gang member at Northeastern 
University. 

Jones took the lead in speak- 
ing and answering questions. He 
provided visual aids, graphs and 
charts via a presentation on the 
projection screen. 

Jones addressed issues around 
campaign strategy saying this 
is “a campaign that’s built to 
last.” He compared Yang’s cam- 
paign to former President Barack 
Obama’s 2008 campaign. 

He continued, it’s “all about 
peaking at the right time” and 
“crazy things can happen in pol- 
itics.” 

As a “grassroots campaign”, 
the average donation is $30. 

The campaign does not pay 
for ads. 

The campaign believes that 
the “best marketing, is human 


Aesthetics and the Imagination 


marketing” 

Yang has maintained most of 
his campaigning on social me- 
dia platforms such as Reddit and 
Twitter. 

He also has supporters who 
spread his message via merchan- 
dise, rallies, and visiting schools 
and other parts of different com- 
munities. 

Yang is well known for his 
“flagship plan” of the “Freedom 
Dividend.” Jones said this is part 
of his “humanity first” campaign. 
It would provide a universal ba- 
sic income or UBI of $1,000 a 
month for every American adult. 

The UBI would be paid for by 
a “value added tax” or VAT. 

This tax, which would not be 
the same as a sales tax, would al- 
low Americans to receive a slice 
of every Amazon sale, Google 
search, and Facebook ad. “We’re 
moving into the 21st century,” 
said Jones. 

Jones also spoke about the en- 
vironment and global warming. 
He said Yang is looking to “pro- 
actively heal the planet” versus 


just slowing down or stopping 


climate change. 

There will be a “robust poli- 
cy” focused on utilizing nuclear 
energy and lessening the use of 
fossil fuels. 

If elected, Yang says he would 
lower the voting age to 16 years 
old. 

Yang also plans to legalize 
marijuana as well as opioids. 

He would look to “treat not 
criminalize” drug addiction. 


Imbert Wang shared his expe- 
rience as a member of the Yang 
Gang. He said being part of the 
campaign has been a “fun bond- 
ing experience.” 

He said he didn’t think he 
would be able to make time as a 
busy college student, to be part 
of a presidential campaign but 
that “busy people make time.” 

Even if it feels like you are 
just a drop in the ocean “what 
is an ocean but a multitude of 
drops,” he added. 

Pranav Reddy enjoys being 
part of a “campaign that excites 
all people of different back- 
grounds.” 

For more information on An- 
drew Yang and his campaign 
for the 2020 united states pres- 
idential election you may visit 
yang2020.com. 


Signs, buttons and bumper stickers from the Yang 2020 campaign. 


Spring 2020 
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Represenatatives from Yang’s campaign speak with students 


and faculty. 


Honors Humanities 


HONZO1-2 CRN1661 
Monday and Wednesday 2:00-3:15 (Haverhill) 


Photo by Isae Grullon 


Imstructors: Marc Mannheimer (Art) and Meredith Gunning 
CPhilosophy) ; 


Through various readings and creative assignments, students in this 
team-taught Honors course will begin to understand how the 
imagination is affected by aesthetics and by their individual and 
collective creativity. The course will actively focus on the ways that 
aesthetics and the imagination can be applied in a wide range of 

oh bla iehaters including philosophy, literature, psychology, science, history 
and the arts. 


Aes-thet-ics: 
A set of principles concerned with the nature and 
appreciation of beauty, especially in art. 


This course fulfills a Commonwealth Honors Program requirement. 
Other students: to take the course you must havea 3.3+ GPA or permission of the 
Honors Coordinator, Ginger Hurajt ghurajt@Mpnecc.mass.ecdu 
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Lifestyles 


By MELANIE PoLANCO 
Lifestyles Editor 


Skincare has been in this year! 

People have been into skin- 
care more than makeup or any 
other kind of enhancement. 

The cool thing about skincare 
is that there is a broad amount of 
different kind of skincare from 
low end to high end in the mar- 
ket. 

Your skin represents you and 
it is going to represent you for a 
very long time. I have always 
been into skincare. 

From doing fun funky honey 
and brown sugar masks, avocado 
masks to making my very own 
oils now. 

Oils are a sealant and they 
help seal in moisture in your hair 
and on your body, including your 
face. I was able to create three 
different multi-purpose oils that 


Skin is in 


Skincare is important to look and feel your best 


I enjoy and incorporate into my 
skincare today, and share with 
others. 

My very first creation is the 
rose infused oil. 

This one can be used from 
head to toe, it is a blend of differ- 
ent oils including argan oil, sun- 
flower oil, and a bunch of other 
mixtures. It also has a cute little 
rose infused to it. This oil helps 
for these cold winter months, and 
can be used on both male and fe- 
males. It can be used on the face, 
beards, hair, cuticles, legs, eye- 
lashes and any other part of the 
body. 

The second oil is the laven- 
der infused oil, this oil contains 
tea tree, lavender buds, and some 
other carrier oils. 

It is used for acne prone skin 


considering that lavender and tea 
tree are both antibacterial and 
helps with breakouts. This is the 
perfect blend for anyone who 
suffers from acne or scars, this 
therapeutic blend will cater to 
those needs. 

The last oil is a 24k gold in- 
fused oil. 

This oil took me the longest to 
make, it contains little 24k gold 
infused inside, and it is a blend 
of sunflower oil, argan oil, jojoba 
oil and many more. The 24k gold 
flakes have anti-aging properties, 
it helps reduce fine lines, and it 
is known to have positive effects 
on blood circulation. Each one of 
these oils were handmade and all 
contain natural ingredients that 
are safe for the entire body. It 
is very important to care for the 


Photo by Jorge Polanco 
NECC Observer Lifestyles Editor Melanie Polanco has experimented with creating her 
own skincare oils. 


skin that is like your very own 
canvas. 

Former NECC student Mariel- 
la Mendez, liberal arts major, had 
the privilege to purchase the rose 
infused oil. She says “ I used it 
as one of my last steps, because 
I always apply my products from 
thinnest to thickest potency! So it 
usually came before or after my 
moisturizer to seal in everything. 
I believe that everyone should be 
using oils on their skin to a cer- 
tain level to keep hydrated and to 
prevent the overproduction of oil. 
My skin was always super fresh 
clear, and moisturized when | 
was using this oil.” 

Other students said they were 
fans of the lavender oil. 

“T loved both the lavender and 
the rose oil! I love how moistur- 


ized my skin felt and the beau- 
tiful glow that it gave my face, 
especially my nose. The lavender 
was my personal favorite due to 
it helping my acne a little,” says 
Janilka Gonzalez, health special- 
izations major. 

“So I have always been into 
skincare, hygiene, health, fit- 
ness. To have nice skin it really 
comes down to what you eat, ex- 
ercising, and how you take care 
of your face externally,” says 
Genesis Mariel De Jesus, jour- 
nalism Major. “I’ve always want- 
ed an oil for my face. Oils are 
really hydrating and depending 
on what it contains it can really 
make a difference in your skin.” 
.... | went with the lavender in- 
fused because I knew it could 
help with my acne. I normally 


*_..Always remember to take care of your 
skin, it will represent you for the rest of 
your life,” 

- Genesis Mariel De Jesus 
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Has Black Friday lost its magic? 


By DANIKZA CARRASQUILLO 
Correspondent 


Black Friday has become a 
tradition for many families and 
friends to band together and get 
their holiday shopping done. 

It’s a special adventure this 
time of year just as decorating the 
christmas tree or driving around 
looking for Christmas lights. 

Yet there are so many rea- 
sons some do not enjoy going 
out the night of Black Friday and 
it’s not just the snow and traffic. 

Black Friday was originally 


celebrated at midnigh Thanksgiv- 
ing into friday morning when de- 
partment stores would open allow- 
ing customers to enter and shop. Y 

et after a number of years of 
having incidents many stores 
decided it would be safer if 
they opened on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day in the late afternoon. 

“Going home to my family 
and friends makes it so I have a 
breather from my school work 
before I have to go back. Going 
out on black friday has always 
been a tradition for my friends 
and I every year,” said former 


NECC student, Tia Garrett. 

Students are affected im- 
mensely by Black Friday events, 
the uproar of people rushing 
around, the commercials are 
everywhere making it difficult 
not to get lured in the shopping 
spirit, and the Christmas mu- 
sic that seems to always play 
before the turkey is even cut. 

The stress and race of be- 
ing able to afford great gifts 
for family and friends is on. 


Are the Black Fri- 
day deals worth the stress? 
Some students think not. 


“I work at a grocery store, 
but thank goodness we do not 
open on Thanksgiving. All day 
the phones have been ringing 
with customers asking if we are 
open tomorrow, no stores should 
be open tomorrow.” said current 
NECC student, Brinn Martin. 

Students are expected to 
juggle their upcoming assign- 
ments, making sure to make 
time for loved ones and not burn 
a hole through their pockets. 

Some students even had _ to 
work on Black Friday or Thanks- 
giving day because it will be 


their only chance to earn a little 
before heading back to classes. 

“I don’t leave my house af- 
ter everyone is done with their 
Thanksgiving meals. I avoid it al- 
together. What’s the point in Black 
Friday anymore when we have 
Cyber Monday a few days later?” 
asked student Nathaniel McArthur 

The popularity of Black Fri- 
day events have definitely low- 
ered over the years. This could 
be due to the time and day 
change or simply for the fact 
that students would rather or- 
der online then drive to a store. 
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Soccer players named to All-Region team 


Anthony Bellomo and Ethan Rousseau honored 


By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC Newsroom 

Anthony Bellomo of Salem, 
NH, and Ethan Rousseau of 
Haverhill, who are members of 
the relaunched Northern Essex 
Community College men’s soc- 
cer team have been selected to 
the Region 21 All-Region teams 
as chosen and announced by the 
Region 21 men’s soccer commit- 
tee. 

The Knights concluded the 
season with a 6-8-1 overall record 
and 4-4 record in Region 21 play, 
to mark the return of the sport to 
the college for the first time since 
the mid 1990's, 

Bellomo, a first team honoree 
was the regional leader in saves 
with 167 and was second in save 
percentage with a .852 mark. His 
save total also ranked 4th na- 
tionally. He played every minute 
in goal for the Knights over the 
course of the season as the team 
fell one game shy of a birth into 
the region 21 post-season tourna- 


JANUARY 


Fri. 10 


ment. ‘ SS : 

Ethan Rousseau of Haverhill 
was also named to the Region 21 
All-Regions Soccer Team. 

Rousseau, a second team se- 
lection anchored the team at the 
center midfield position. He start- 
ed all 15 games on the season and 
finished with one goal and four 
assists, while also stepping back 
to help the back line on the defen- 
sive side of the ball when called 
upon. 

Looking to build upon their 
first season successes, the 
Knights are looking forward to 
their spring training season and 
the 2020 campaign which is 
scheduled to open on Septem- 
ber 3rd against Southern Maine 
Community College in Haverhill. 

Those interested in the men’s 
soccer program should contact 
head coach Eusebio Marote at 
emarote@necc.mass.edu. 

NECC competes as a member 
of the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
and sponsors 12 varsity intercol- 


Mens Basketball schedule 


legiate sports including baseball, 
men’s basketball, women’s bas- 
ketball, softball, women’s vol- 
leyball, men’s and women’s cross 


country, men’s soccer, Esports 
and men’s and women’s track 
and field. 


For more information on 
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This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 
978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


| KNIGHTS ) 


P's 


1 


Photo Courtesy NECCknights.com 


The NECC volleyball team members, from left to right: Anthony Bellomo of Salem, N.H., 
and Ethan Rousseau of Haverhill, were recently selected to the Region 21 All-Region team. 


Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege Athletics please visit the of- 
ficial website of Northern Essex 
Athletics). 
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By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC Newsroom 
B103 and thought you recog- 
nized the cacophonous sounds 
usually associated with video 
games, you would be correct. 
Behind the single door 
is the new NECC Esports 
Lab, which opened this fall. 
Inside the darkened room, 
10 gaming computers and one 
projector cast a glow up and 
on to the players who sit in 
front of them maneuvering 
their joy sticks and comput- 
er mice trying to win a game of 
Super Smash Bros. Ultimate, 
Overwatch, or Rocket League. 
Welcome to the com- 
petitive world of  esports. 
A rapidly growing varsity 
sport on college campuses. In 
the summer of 2016, just sev- 
en colleges and universities had 
varsity esports programs. Today 
there are more than 170 pro- 
grams and it continues to grow. 
NECC’s new varsity esports 
team, is under the direction of 
Computer Information Scienc- 
es (CIS) alumnus David Ariv- 
ella, who pulls double duty as 
an academic technology assis- 
tant in the Harold Bentley Li- 
brary on the Haverhill Campus. 
With very little recruiting, 
Arivella says, he already has 
close to 30 NECC students 
who are registered with the Na- 
tional Junior Community Col- 
lege Association (NJCAA). 


JANUARY 


Fri. 10 


Elated by esports 


Students embracing varsity team at NECC 


In order to be registered with 
the NJCAA, students must car- 
ry a minimum of 12 credits. 

“We're really excited about 
the start of the esports program,” 
said Dan Blair, NECC’s athlet- 
ic director. “I know and the col- 
lege knows, it is only going to 
grow from here. We’re are ex- 
cited for what the future of the 
sport will be and look forward 
to competing at high levels.” 

Northern Essex, boasts Arivella 
is home to some of the best Rock- 
et League players in the world. 

Lawrence residents Chris- 
tian Bova, an exploratory major, 
and Edwin Guzman, a biology 
major, the two currently hold 
the title of “grand champion.” 

Since practicing on the dedicat- 
ed gaming computers with their 
immense processing power, mod- 


em hardware, and graphics cards, . 


the players’ games have improved. 


Alex Montanez of Mer- 
rimac, is the captain of the 
NECC Overwatch team. 


“They can feel the respon- 
siveness,” said Arivella. “The 
more they practice here the 
better player they become.” 

While many of his players are 
CIS majors like himself, Arivella 
said the team is open to everyone. 

To date, he said, he has found 
the players to be dedicated and 
willing to put. in the time to take 
their game to the next level. 

“Being in this position as 
head coach... connect with the 
players on a level that I had nev- 


Women’s Basketball schedule 


Monroe College - Bronx 


Photo Courtesy NECC Newsroom 


Adryan Espinal of Lawrence , plays Super Smash Bros. Ultimate. 


er thought about,” Arivella said. 

“They are motivated with a 
real sense of pride and I hope 
they have all gained a sense 
of accomplishment and  ap- 
preciation for their efforts.” 

Arivella said he understands 
that gamers and their skill set 
aren’t always taken seriously or 
supported by others in their lives, 
but when they are in B103, he 
said, “they are recognized for their 
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ability. I want them to feel appre- 
ciated for what they are doing.” 

Adryan Espinal a biochemis- 
try major, feels appreciated and 
so much more. “I joined because 
obviously I love gaming and the 
competition, but after I got here I 
realized what a cordial, friendly 
environment they had created.” 

Chris Long, a CIS major, 
said he came for the competition 
and stayed for the friendship. 


“This team really brings peo- 
ple together,” he said. “I didn’t 
know anyone when I started 
and now they are my friends.” 

The esports team is hold- 
ing open-tryouts until January 
31, 2020. If you would like to 
learn more, join their Discord 
server at the following link. 

For additional information on 
esports at NECC contact Arivel- 
la at darivella@necc.mass.edu. 
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Philosophy through Film 


CRN 1681 PHI 204-TN 
Tuesday & Thursday 12:30pm - 2:10 pm 
Prof. Meredith Gunning, Ph.D 


wal | 8 i q 


7 


of the spotless mind 


PX IMdlHIild 


By using imagery from the medium of film, this course attempts to show how philosophy can 
interconnect themes and ideas presented by film directors. Film provides the opportunity to 
consider traditional philosophical problems, but in a manner more reflective of the mode of 
communication of the age. As an aid to class discussion, scholarly papers are read in conjunction 
with viewing and examining a film. Central topics include what can I know, happiness, what is 
morally right, personal identity, human freedom, love, and the meaning of life. The format will 
involve a two-hour block in which a movie is viewed in class, and a subsequent meeting in which 
the movie and readings are discussed. (Written Communication Intensive) 


